EXHIBITS PRESENTED
By Town of Abita Springs and

Concerned Citizens of St. Tammany

November 12, 2014



O

."‘IFW'._
/

BEFORE THE
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE OF CONSERVATION
*
IN THE MATTER OF: *
*
Helis Oil & Gas Co., LLC E
Application for Drilling Permit * Docket No. 14-626
%
Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well =
Lacombe Bayou Field &
&
*®

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY’S INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT
ATTORNEYS AND NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF STUDENT
APPEARANCE

NOW BEFORE THIS TRIBUNAL comes undersigned counsel, who respectfully
introduces student attorneys Caroline Wick and Matthew Landry to this tribunal as authorized to
practice under Supreme Court Rule XX. As Ms. Wick and Mr. Landry’s supervising attorney, |
approve of their appearance in this matter on behalf of the Town of Abita Springs. The Town’s
written consent to representation by a student attorney in this matter is attached.

Respectfully submitted on November 12, 2014,

PN

Lisa W ordan, LA B:;r/ # 51
Supemsmg Attorneyand/Deputy Director
Tulane Environmenfal Kaw Clinic

6329 Freret Street/
New Orleans, Lo#fSiana 70118
Telephone: (504) 865-5789
Fax: (504) 862-8721

Counsel for the Town of Abita Springs



@

CLIENT’S WRITTEN CONSENT FOR STUDENT ATTORNEY APPEARANCE

U hereby grant my consent for student attorneys from the Tulane Environmental Law

Clinic to appear on my behalf in any matter in which the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic

represents me, whether in Court or before an administrative tribunal.

Daed:_7/[v/ 1%
‘7

Town of Abita Springs
[signed:] )-5 3\"
Lol Cres \opye,

[position:] YA,
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Tammany
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Closing Comments Marianne Cufone, Counsel for Concerned Citizens of St Tammany.
November 12,2014
DNR Hearing

My name is Marianne Cufone. I'm an environmental attorney representing the Concerned
Citizens of St Tammany.

[ want to take this apportunity to express thanks to everyone here tonight to those who
came and had to leave and especially to those who have stayed in the spirit of sharing
their thoughts and concerns regarding this very important matter in St. Tammany and
well beyond.

Normally these hearings are routine - quick, easy and in Baton Rouge. But tonight - this
hearing was here, in St Tammany Parish. About a mile from the site where drilling is
proposed. In the very community that could be permanently and significantly altered by
the proposed drilling project.

We asked for this hearing to be here tonight, so the people of St Tammany could hear
exactly what Helis plans for the site and how in their opinion this is not a concern for this
community. Clearly - this community is concerned - and therefore the DNR should be
concerned.

r) DNR'’s Department of Conservation is tasked with conserving and regulating oil, gas, and
lignite resources of the state. This responsibility, per State law, is to regulate exploration
and production, control and allocate energy supplies and distribution; and protect public
safety and the environment. No one charge is higher than the others. This means that
the DNR is equally responsible to conserve, regulate and protect. Many people of St
Tammany Parish came here today to highlight that they expect you to protect them by
doing the job our state has given you.

Part of that protection is having a meaningful review of a permit application. We are
appreciative that this was here in St Tammany - but we significantly question whether
this could be a fair full hearing on the merits of the project. The general attitude about this
hearing was reflected in the way it was presented (Helis 0il, the DNR and Parish officials
invited us to attend the hearing we asked for - all of them together). The set up wasn't
given much thought- we had to ask for clarification on how people would be called to
speak - how the room would be set up - we had to bring a speaker system - Abita Springs
brought what they had and I brought my own personal system to attempt to provide
public access to what would be said during this hearing.

We are concerned about the detail of review for this permit and we specifically hereby
. 'request that the 5 issues LA agencies must address under the Save Ourselves case holding
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be reviewed and discussed by DNR well prior to making a decision on this permit -
specifically:
1. have potential and real adverse environmental effects of the proposed project been
avoided to the maximum extent possible?
2. Does a cost benefit analysis of environmental impact costs v. social and economic
benefit of the project show the later outweighs the former?
3. Are there alternate projects which would offer more environmental protection?
4. Are there alternate sites that would offer more environmental protection?
5. Are there mitigating measures that could offer more environmental protection?

These are all significant matters that must be considered.

Helis's team says that the company has drilled so many wells already, 100 in LA, and
even into the aquifer. So what? This well is here in St Tammany, it is unique and must
be reviewed and discussed as unique because it is the first well in St Tammany where
they plan to use hydraulic fracturing. The site is about a mile from this high schoal.
Helis discounts this because the site isn’t less than % a mile. Again I say - so what?
There is a high school filled with students and teachers and staff of this Parish, very
nearby the drilling site. Why don’t they all matter? Helis’s team says that opponents
(that’s us) don’t want any drilling and want this project stopped. Then they go on to say
- they will not stop. This is telling about what kind of neighbors Helis will be and how
they regard the concerns of this community. This is all problematic.

In sum, Abita Springs and Concerned Citizens of St Tammany are greatly concerned by
this drilling proposal - the evidence submitted tonight by Helis’s team was not what I,
as an attorney, consider evidence - it was more an attempt at a persuasive
presentation. [ hope you weren't persuaded. The colorful maps, pictures, charts and
promises are only just those things and nothing more - prepared by the company to
show what they want to show and not in any way legally enforceable documents.

The real crux of the matter that must be discussed and decided is whether this
proposal is contrary to the public interest. We submit that it is for many reasons: For
being in violation of existing zoning, for raising risks to public health and
contamination to water, air and our environment. This is not a matter to take lightly.
We ask that DNR do as they are charged and protect the people and environment, We
appreciate your thoughtful consideration.



